[A philosophical outlook on pain in relation to the patient].
Pain is perceived by the patient as a reduction of his speaking and acting capacity. When the pain gets worse, the patient will anticipate the end of his capacity to enjoy life and relate to other people; he will also see the spectre of death. The patient and his family expect a medical answer to the problem. Today's technological mentality takes into consideration only medical treatments. Medical and human aid is irreplaceable and invaluable to patients, and it is their due. However, it is not the only answer; solidarity also has great value, and so do words and looks.